4O2                                    "MAUD."                                      [1355
" Maud " and other monodramatic poems (the stories of which were his own creation) he said to me: " In a certain way, no doubt, poets and novelists, however dramatic they are, give themselves in their works. The mistake that people make is that they think the poet's poems are a kind of ' catalogue raisonne' of his very own self, and of all the facts of his life, not seeing that they often only express a poetic instinct, or judgment on character real or imagined, and on the facts of lives real or imagined. Of course some poems, like my * Ode to Memory/ are evidently based on the poet's own nature, and on hints from his own life."
The poem was first entitled " Maud or the Madness." My father thought that part of the misunderstanding of " Maud " had arisen from a misconception of the story, so left me the following MS headings and notes.
PART I.
Sections
I.    Before the arrival of Maud.
II.    First sight of Maud.
III.    Visions of the night.    The broad-flung ship-
wrecking roar. In the Isle of Wight the roar can be heard nine miles away from the beach. (Many of the descriptions of Nature are taken from observations of natural phenomena at Farringford, although the localities in the poem are all imaginary.)
IV.    Mood of bitterness after fancied disdain. V.    He fights against his growing passion.
VI.    First interview with Maud.